Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 273 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.034; wR factor = 0.101; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.9.
The molecule of the title compound, [Zn(C 20 H 22 N 2 O 4 )]ÁH 2 O, deviates from planarity with a dihedral angle between the two benzene rings is 18.3 (1) . The four-coordinate Zn II ion has a distorted square-planar coordination and is N 2 O 2 -chelated by the Schiff base ligand. The Zn II ion and solvent water molecule are located on a twofold rotation axis. The structure displays intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonding.
Related literature
For the chemical properties of Schiff bases, see: Lindoy et al. (1976) . For N,N 0 -disalicylideneethylenediamine complexes, see: Correia et al. (2005) ; Cunningham et al. (2000) . For bondlength data, see: Allen et al. (1987) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Zn(C 20 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2004 ); cell refinement: SAINTPlus (Bruker, 2001) ; data reduction: SAINT-Plus; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: XP in SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: XP in SHELXTL. The schiff bases have been extensively studied as effective ligands for metal ions and used in the mechanism of many biochemical processes (Lindoy et al., 1976) . N,N-disalicylideneethylenediamine type schiff bases ligands present versatile steric, electronic and lipophilic properties (Correia et al. 2005; Cunningham et al. 2000) . We report here the synthesis and crystal structure of the title compound. The molecular structure is shown in Fig.1 . The values of the geometric parameters in the structure are normal (Allen et al., 1987) . The interplanar angles beween the the two phenyl group is 18.3 (1)°. The four-coordinate Zn gives plane coordination.
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Experimental
A mixture of 6,6'-Diethoxy-2,2'-(ethane-1,2-diyldiiminodimethylene)diphenol (0.1 mmol) and zinc acetate (0.1 mmol) in absolute methanol (20 ml) was heated at 50 centidegree and stirred for 30 min, then filtered. The resulting clear orange solution was moved to a tube, some ethyl ether was added, and then after 14 days, block-shaped crystals of the title complex suitable for X-ray diffraction analysis were obtained(yield: about 40%).
Refinement
The H atoms were fixed geometrically and were treated as riding on their parent C atoms, with C-H distances in the range of 0.93-0.97Å and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (parent atom), or U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C methyl ). The coordinates of the water H atom were found in a difference Fourier map and refined with U iso (H) = 1.2 Ueq (O). Figures   Fig. 1 . The independent molecules of the title compound, showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids and the atom-numbering scheme.
Crystal data [Zn(C 20 
Special details
Geometry. All e.s.d.'s (except the e.s.d. in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance mat- 
